Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday, 2nd  September , 2009 at The Harlequin, Nursery St., Sheffield commencing 7.30 p.m.
 
 
 
President Mike Smith opened the meeting. 
 
In Memoriam: Rod Hirst of Ecclesall. Les Pratt of Woodseats. Both will be much missed. Les’s clubmate Bill Ward wrote a  eulogy which President Mike Smith delivered.
 
1. Apologies for absence: were received from Mike Brumby (outgoing Chair of Executive and Treasurer), John Knight, Chris Willey, Ron Keenan, Paul Cumbers.
.
2. Minutes of the previous (2008) A.G.M.: were distributed and approved.
 
3. Matters arising:  None.
 
4.  Treasurer’s report: M.Brumby. Mike wasn’t able to be present, but the accounts were distributed and easily interpreted as showing that things were fine. There was over £1000 in the bank, and, a cheque from Sheffield D team captain being received on the night and so not shown in the accounts, the total loss for the year was £270, all but £20 of which resulted from a donation we had made to junior chess. 
 
5. Secretaries Reports 
 
Acting General Secretary Dave Latham hoped that someone would take on the job; thanks to all who had supported him in the last year; an interesting roller coaster and he’d see us through the compiling of fixtures and writing and distribution of minutes etc before handing on. 
 
Divisional Secretaries.
Division 1& Richardson Cup Secretary: P Beckett
Division 2 Secretary :S.Dunkley
Division 3 Secretary :N.Limbert
Division 4 Secretary :P.Beckett
 
Phill Beckett spoke for all in paying tribute to the “sporting spirit” and “mutual agreement” which had characterised the season and the meeting thanked the secretaries for their efforts. Phill gave an account of the course of the season and its culmination in the double win of Davy and Richardson Cup by Nomads A. In the event, all clubs throughout the league who had earned promotion took it. Congratulations to the divisional winners Nomads, Nomads B, Wombwell and SASCA B; University A were a good second in the top division; promoted runners up elsewhere were Clay Cross, Rotherham and University B.
        
              Yorkshire league Captains.
 
           A team:-    Jeremy Hamm recounted the 11-0 match score against Yorkshire’s finest, which had enabled his side to retain the Woodhouse Cup. The challenge from York in particular had been very tough. Special thanks to Geoff Frost who stood in as captain at a vital moment, and to the league’s strongest players, who’d turned out and backed our efforts indispensibly: Jeremy was “very happy” at the result.. 
  President Mike Smith said that thanks were due to Jeremy for the way he’d captained and organised the side: “very well done”. 
          D team: Paul Blackman said that the team had “had a great time”, mentioning the fright they’d given Sheffield A. A hammering at York aside, results had been very good; they’d ended up on about 50% and thanks especially to Mithun and Prasun Chakravorty, and Youra Taroyan, who’d “kept the ship afloat”..
          B team: Alan McIntosh summed it up as “good spirit, good time”. They’d finished just outside promotion; the side had been settled, though not always at its strongest; the highlight had been the defeat of the otherwise unbeaten divisional champions.
          C team: Phil Ellis couldn’t be present, but team members said they’d played the game, finished near the bottom but avoided relegation. It had been a bit of a battle to get the team out, partly owing to difficulty with transport; Phil wasn’t willing to carry on and we’d need a) to decide if we wished this side to continue and b) to find a captain. This was another post for which we gave ourselves a deadline of the Fixture Meeting to find candidates, the meeting agreeing that it would be very sad to lose a whole team.
          E team: Paul Blackman said that they’d been leading the division for much of the season, so it had been “a bit disappointing” to miss out on promotion on board count, particularly since results had been affected at a vital moment by a clash with a Yorkshire Junior event which had left him struggling for people. Next season he hoped to see some players, for example Evie and Miles, make the D Team. Thanks to Geoff Brown for help with transport.
 
Sheffield Championship: Paul Bailey said there had been a relatively large number of entries, with no defaults. Chris Shephard won again, with Kevin Marshall making a strong showing. Paul called on people to go back to their clubs and advertise: there were lots of reasons to participate and he found the preparation involved improves one’s chess.
 
Crabb Shield and the Gurnhill weren’t played, the former because of “snooker table problems”. We hope to go for it at Nomads instead.
The Hope Valley had seen a good turn out and was won by Jonathan Arnott just ahead of Chris Shephard.
The Barnsley Blitz was a welcome innovation and Barnsley hope to run it again. It  had raised over £300 towards the cost of construction work in Rumania by The Barnsley Builders; was variously described as “a good sociable event”, “really good competition” and “the nicest evening we’ve had in ages”. Gold group winners were Nomads; silver group, Barnsley..
 
 
6. Presentation of trophies
 
 Davy Trophy (Div.1): Nomads A
Weston Trophy (Div.2): Nomads B
Batley-Meek Trophy (Div.3): Wombwell
[bookmark: _GoBack]Athanaeum Trophy (Div.4): University B [says SASCA B above]
Richardson Cup : Nomads 1
YMCA Trophy (Cup runner-up): Woodseats
Sam Haystead Memorial trophy(Plate): Rotherham Juniors
 
Sheffield Championship:
Bruce Trophy:  C Shephard
Holroyd trophy: K Marshall
 
 
Congratulations to all concerned!
 
 
7. .Election of Officers, auditors and Match Captains
 
President : M.D. Smith
Vice Presidents;confirmed as before
General Secretary: volunteer needed. 
 
Division 1 and Richardson Cup:  Phil Beckett
Division 2 Secretary: Simon Dunkley
Division 3 secretary: Neil Limbert
Division 4 secretary: Phill .Beckett
 
Sheffield Championship Controller: Paul Bailey 
Bulletin secretary: Simon Dunkley – who noted that, with the onward march of computers, this role may soon not be necessary.
Treasurer: John Mercy
Yorkshire League Captains:
Sheffield A: Jeremy Hamm
Sheffield B: Alan McIntosh
Sheffield C: volunteer needed very soon if this team is to continue.
Sheffield D: Paul Blackman
Sheffield E: Paul Blackman
 
Postal Chess Secretary: Phill.Beckett
Crabb Shield : Woodseats Chess Club (Bill Ward); possibly to be held at Nomads.
Auditors:  It was thought Nigel Carpino and Patrick Broadhead were not able to continue; Brian England and Geoff Frost took on this role.
Junior Chess Secretary: Paul Bailey
 
 
8. Election of Chairman of the Executive: Geoff Frost. 
 
9.Election of members to serve on the Executive:
 
Mick Clark, Pete Swanson, Phil Ellis and Paul Blackman elected.
 
10.Proposed amendments to the Constitution and Rules: see below.
 
11. Approval of clubs seeking membership to the league.
None.  Clay Cross withdrew their B team and Barnsley entered a C team.
 
12.  Fixing of Subscriptions:
New treasurer John Mercy proposed no changes in the current fees and subscriptions. This was passed. Saturday fees to be £4 waged, £2 unwaged.
 
13. Organisation of teams into Divisions:
 
Promotions and relegations proceeded entirely as the 2008/9 league tables suggested, with all promoted clubs taking up their entitlement.
 
14. Any Other Business: 
 
a) The British Chess Championship will be in Sheffield in July 2011. Mike Smith described this as “a fabulous opportunity” especially for juniors. Five – “not many” - had entered this year and let’s look for an entry “in the 30s” when it comes to us.
Mike had received communication from Stewart Reuben with the news; we wondered how to respond to his suggestion that we help with accommodation; possibly through our university connections?
 
His other suggestion, that we organise an open event, one of whose prizes would be the right to enter the Championship for the highest placed qualified player, was something Jeremy Hamm suggested, nem con, that we “agree to in principle, welcome as a good idea, and take on collectively”.
 
b) Phil Beckett invites entries to a 3 player day time league.
 
c) some changes of venue: Phoenix have circulated all clubs; Darnall & Handsworth  to Handsworth Working Men’s Club; Barnsley, to be confirmed. Worksop, same venue, but new club night is Monday.
 
Meeting closed at 22 40.
 
 
 
Proposed amendments to Rules and Constitution:
 
1. “NEW POST OF ARCHIVIST”
Proposal to change Rule 5 (b) (iii) to read: 
(iii) election of Officers, Auditors, Archivist and Match Captains 
Passed unopposed. The meeting understood that Brian Stephenson was willing to do the job, so offered it to him.
2. “SIX PLAYERS IN THE DAVY”
Amend Rule 14(e) to read: 'A team shall consist of six players.' and delete Rule 14(f).
Vote was in favour: 12 – 10, but this was not the two thirds majority needed. 
3. “THREE REGISTERED PLAYERS IN THE DAVY”
  Propose the following changes to Rule 17: (a) Clubs with teams competing in different divisions shall register with the Association the names of the strongest regular players for each team, except the team or teams in the lowest division. Three players shall be registered for each team. (d) Any player, who plays three or more matches on the top three boards of any team, shall be automatically registered for that team.
Defeated .
 4. “REARRANGED MATCHES IN MAY”
 Rule 16 (b) currently reads League matches shall take place from 15 September to 30 April inclusive. Proposed alteration to read: (b) League matches shall take place from 15 September to 30 April inclusive. In exceptional circumstances, such as bad weather, the league secretary may allow rearranged matches to be played up to 15 May. 
Passed by large majority on show of hands.
5. “LIMIT ATTEMPTS AT SIMILAR PROPOSALS”
Rule 10(a)  to read: Any member may propose an alteration to the Constitution or Rules at the AGM, provided that notice of the proposed change has been given to the General Secretary by 30th June before that AGM, except that if the same/similar proposal has been defeated twice in a period of four consecutive AGMs, then the same/similar proposal cannot be put to the next three AGMs 
Withdrawn.
 
 
6. "All S&DCA clubs are to have a Junior Chess Officer position." 
This was withdrawn, with an exhortation to all clubs to make every effort in this area.
 7. “RULES FOR 3 and more way play offs” 
“Play offs, when required to decide issues of promotion, relegation or championship between three or more teams, shall take the form of a single match at an agreed venue between all teams involved; the boards to be arranged according to Jamboree rules; in the event of a tie, a repeat of the match shall follow at 10 minutes time limits between three teams, or a match between two teams if so required”. 
Passed unopposed, the alternative new rule calling for play off by all-play-all being withdrawn. To be added to the rules at the end of 23 (d).

